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to be, the establishment of a subsidiary alliance
with the Bhoosla Raja, whereby the whole of our
most exposed frontier, viz. the line from Bundel-
khund to Cuttack, now defended by the single po-
sition of Midnapoor, where a regular battalion was
stationed, would thenceforth be skirted by the
dominions of a power in strict alliance; and a force
upon the Nerbudda, communicating on one hand
with the southernmost position of Bundelkhund, and
on the other with the troops at the northernmost
point of the Nizam's dominions, would completely
guard the whole line of our possessions and those of
our allies, as far as it was possible to protect them
against an enemy so active as the Pindarees.
This was a project nowise novel. The British
government had, for several years, been endea-
vouring to prevail on Raghoojee Bhoosla to accede
to such a proposition, but, as stated in the intro-
ductory chapter, could never conquer bis repug-
nance and distrust. The negotiations for the
purpose, which had been open since 1812, were
finally closed while the Governor-general was on
his progress up the river, by a decided refusal on
the part of the Raja.

The best alternative that presented itself on
failure of the Nagpoor connexion was, to extend
the chain 'of positions from Bundelkhund to the
Nerbudda, by means of a connexion with the
states of -8%ur and Bhopal, and thereby draw a